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II'T-B to award

40 lakh,

K.A. DODHIYA
MUMBAI, AUG. 30

Breaking -all previous
records, the entrepreneur
cell (E-Cell) of IIT-B will
kickstart its business plan
competition Eureka on
September 2, with an over-
all prize money of 40 lakh,
the largest amount doled
out by any institute in the
country for a competition.

A new feature of the com-
petition is that the winners
will be given an all-expense
paid trip to Silicon Valley,
in the US, where they
would be able to pitch their
winning ideas to IT compa-
nies out there.

Speaking about the addi-
tions to the competition,
Vivek Saraswat, manager,
Eureka, said, “While there
is little change in the for-
mat of the competition, its
popularity has seen many
corporates coming forward
to sponsor some of the
events. As a result, we have
been able to increase the
prize money and introduce
new prizes in some other
segments,” Mr Saraswat
said. _

While the competition is
being organised by the
technological institute,
entries are open to out-
siders too. “There are dif-
ferent segments wherein
outsiders can also take part
in the competition and.

US trip

The prize money
is the most doled
out by any
institute in the
country fora -
competition -

pitch their ideas to the pan-
elists. If the panelists
approve of the idea, the
team will be provided
training and mentoring by
experts from the institute

. and industry, before reach-

ing the final stage of the
competition,” Mr Saraswat
said, adding, “The idea is to
get participants to come up
with fresh ideas that will
help simplify the process,
which is otherwise cum-
bersome,”

The finals will be judged
by well-known industrial-
ists and heads of corpo-
rates. According to the
organisers, the winning
team will take home a pack-
age of T51akh and tickets to
Silicon Valley. At Silicon
Valley, they will partici-
pate in international entre-
preneurship workshops
and also get an opportunity
to pitch their winning ideas
to the IT industry there,
“The - competition com-
mences on September 2,”
added Mr Saraswat.
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[IM-C all set to showcase
teacher talent on YouTube

HT Correspondent

m letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: If your heart is set on
becoming a corporate bigwig,
but you failed to make it to any
of the IIMs on your first try,
here is your chance to learn
what the city’s premier man-
agement institute has to offer
by way of classes and lectures.

HIM-Calcutta has come up
with a new initiative called
Insight, under which a series
of video interviews of [aculty
members will be uploaded on
YouTube, giving aspirants to
the institute a chance to see
what awaits them.

Each interview will last eight
to 10 minutes and feature a fac-
ulty member speaking on atop-
ic from his/her domain of exper-
tise. Five such episodes are being

You

planned this year.

The interviews will be broad-
cast through ITM-C's official
YouTube channel, The insti-
tute’s external relations cell will
coordinate the initiative.

The first episode features
Prof. Anup Sinha of IIM-C’s
Department of Economics spea-
king on the Indian economy.
Sinha offers his views on the
causes of the country’s eco-
nomic slowdown and the pos-

sible solutions Lo the problem.
[IM-Calcutta’s students feel
that the videos will help those
aiming to study at institute and
ignite their passion for the cours-
es on offer. “Aspirants will be
able to see for themselves how
some of our best professors
speak in class and what their
views are. This will certainly
inspire them to crack the Com-
mon Admission Test,” Aswin
Murali, [IM-Calcutta’s exter-
nal relations secretary told HT.
Links to the interviews will
also available through [IM-
Caleutta’s website. “This is a
commendable effort. [t'll show-
case the thinking of our faculty
on contemporary issues. [ hope
we'll be able to produce an episode
every month,” Prof. Ashok
Banerjee, Dean (New Initiatives
and External Relations), said.
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KURUKSHETRA DROWNING CASE

Students continue stir,

HT Correspondent

® loterschd®hindustantimes.com

KURUKSHETRA: Failing to convince
students to end their agitation, the
National Institute of Technology
(NIT) on Thursday suspended all
classes ofthird yearforanindefinite
period.

Following the recovery of the
body of Tejasvi Arora, third-year
student of BTech (civil engineer-
ing), from Bhakracanalon Tuesday
morning, the students have boycot-
ted classes.

Studentsalleged that NIT direc-
tor Anand Mohan did not make
sufficient efforts to rescue the boy:

Arora had allegedly consumed
liquor with his NIT friends before
entering the canal waters on
Monday evening,

While three boys were rescued
by the irrigation department
employees, Aroradrowned and his
body was recovered the next day.

As rumors spread that Arora
had died early Tuesday morning,
students turned violent and ran-
sacked the director’s office.

However, membersofthe faculty
at the institute, who did not wish to

«Students of National Institute of

Technology protesting In
Kurukshetra on Thursday.
HT PHOTO

be identified, said various outside
elements were trying to infiltrate
into the NIT' issues for different
PeasOnNS.

Organisationssuchasthe Indian
National Students’ Organisation,
the students’ body of Indian
National Lok Dal and a few teach-
ers firom Kurukshetra University
were openly offering “support” to
the protesting students.

“Theseelements are misguiding

NIT suspns classes

students. The director has offi-
cially confirmed that Arora and his
friends were consuming liquor at
the canal and he died of drowning
thereafter. But, the outsiders are
visiting the protesting students to
incite them,” a teacher said.

Meanwhile, officiating director
VK Arora told HT on Thursday
evening that he had another round
ofmeeting with the student repre-
sentatives. “We are trying to con-
vinee them toend their agitation,”
he said.

The officiating director con-
firmed that classes of all streams
of third vear had been suspended
till further orders. He clarified that
no student was suspended; only the
classes were. “We have asked the
third year students to vacate hos-
tels. We are aiming at defusing the
situation and no police complaint
has been filed about the Tuesday’s
violent incidents on the campus,”
he said.

Deputy superintendent of police
(DSP) Nirmal Singh said viscera
of the decensed had been sent for
chemical examination at forensic
science laboratory at Madhuban,
Karnal.
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Teachers give biometric
attendance thumbs down

Mallica Joshi

w malica.joshi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE The Delhi High Court
may have asked the Delhi
University (DU) and the
University Grants Commission’s
(UGC) on their view on the
introductions of a biometric
attendance system for teachers,
but most teachers are vehe-
mently protesting against it.
The teachers argue that they
spend time on preparing lec-
tures, correcting assignments
and pursuing research work.
All this, they feel cannot
always be done in college. So,
it'd be unfair to not account for
these and calculate the teach-
ing hours in isolation, they say.
“So much of our work is invis-
ible, largely because colleges do
not have the space or the facil-
ities required to correct assign-
ments, meet students, or engage
in research work. Having a cubi-
cleisalso a far cry,” said Sanam
Khanna, a teacher at Kamla
Nehru College.
The DU had planned to put
a biometric attendance system
in place in 2009 but had to with-
draw in the wake of fierce

protests from the teaching com-
munity. A principal of an off-
campus college had conducted
an analysis of the patterns of
attendance and teaching hours.
Aceording to his analysis, teach-
ers tend to spend an average of
only 3 hours in cellege per day.
“Despite the UGC guideline,
very few teachers spend the reg-
uisite amount of time in college.
Children, especially those in off-
campus colleges keep com-
plaining about classes not being
conducted regularly,” said the
principal on condition of
anonymity.

Teachers, however, rubbish
these claims. “Teachers work
much more than just 5 hours
per day. Enforcing a system that
is essentially going to be used
as a tool of harassment for the
teachersis abadidea. A teacher
fulfils many duties cutside the
confines of the college. 1 hope
the High Court acknowledges
this,” said a teacher who did not
want to be named. '

The Delhi University
Teachers’ Association, mean-
while, has called for a meeting
to discuss the issue on
September 4,
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Melbourne woman gets

world’s first bionic eye

BREAKTHROUGH: A prototype of the bIonIc“
eye created by Blonlc Vision Australla.

A BIONIC eye has given an Aus-
tralian woman partial sight and
researchers say it is an important
step towards eventually helping
visually impaired people get around
independently.

Dianne Ashworth, who has severe
vision loss due to the inherited condition
retinitis pigmentosa, was fitted with a
prototype bionic eye in May at the Royal
Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital.

It was switched on a month later, and on
Thursday researchers revealed the results.

“It was really funny when it switched on I
was waiting, waiting,” she said.

“I had these goggles on and I didn’t know
what to expect, and 1 don’t know if anyone
did know what I was going to see.

“Then all of a sudden I went ‘yep’ I could
see a little flash and it was like a little, I sup-
pose, a splinter.

“There were different shapes and dark
black, lines of dark black and white lines
t,ogether

Key step towards helping the blind
achieve Independent mobility

“Then that turned into splotches of
black with white around them and cloud-
like images.

“I ean remember when the first bigger
image came I just went ‘wow’, because I
just did not expect it at all but it was
amazing.” .

‘The bionic eye, designed, built and tested
by the Bionic Vision Australia, a consortium
of researchers partially funded by the
Australian government, is -equipped with
24 electrodes with a small wire that extends
from the back of the eye to a receptor
attached behind the ear.

It is inserted into the choroidal space, the
space next to the retina within the eye.

“The device electrically stimulates the-
retina,” said Dr Penny Allen, N

a specialist surgeon who dark objects.
implanted the prototype.
“Electrical impulses are

passed through the device,

data to an external body-
worn processing unit

Camera captures
Image and transmlts

system vla external wire

Data processed and
sent to Implanted

signals sen
from retina via

electrode
array stimu-
lates retina

Implanted

recelver passes
slgnals onto retina
implant

Researchers hope to develop it
so blind patients can achieve

to eye surgeons worldwide.
“We didn’t want to have a
device that was too complex

which then stimulate the
retina. Those impulses then
pass back to the brain, creating
the image.”

The device restores mild
vision, where patients are able
to pick up major contrasts
and edges such ag light and

independent mobility.

“Di is the first patient of three
with this prototype device, the
next step is analysing the
visual information that we are
getting from the stimulation,”
Allen said

The operation itself was made

simple so it ean be readily taught -

WHO says there are
39 million blind people

in a surgical approach that
was very difficult to learn,”
Allen added.

Similar research has been con-
ducted at Cornell University in
New York by researchers who
have deciphered the neural
code, which are the pulses that
transfer information to the
brain, in mice.

There, researchers have devel-
oped a prosthetic device that
has succeeded in restoring near-
normal sight to blind mice.

According to the World Health

REUTERS

Dr Penny Alien
(right) examines
Dianne Ashworth,
who has become
the first recipient
of a prototype
bionic eye, in
Melbourne.

@ I had these
gogglesonand!
didn’t know what
- toexpect...Thenall
ofasudden | could
seealittle flash...
There were shapes
andblack and
“white lines... 1 can
remember when
thefirst bigger
image came...1
just went ‘wow’...
itwasamazing ®
— Dianne Ashworth

Organization, 39 million people
around the world are blind and
246 million have low vision.
“What we’re going to be doing
is restoring a type of vision
which is probably going to be
black and white, but what we're
hoping to do for these patients
who are severely visually
impaired is to give them mobil-
ity,” Allen said.
Daily Mail
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AUTHORITIES MWER Saythe move would cause inconvenience to neighbours

Amrita U Kadarm

= amrta kadam

INDORE; W[‘1'E{> students of Indion
Institute of Technology, Ttldmo
ha\e all the recreational facili
i at thewr residential set up at
Silver Springs township, there is
only one thing that these teehies
miss heve -a trood Eheary,

Theres 'den ts and the auther-
fies ot the Silver Springs aren't
keen on letting the eollege set
up & Ehea "1 the residential
aren of the township. “We cannot.
permit them to set up a Fhrary
in the residential aren a3 the
libraey would be frequented by
mam students and residents
of the avea which woukd cause
meonverienee to the immediate
nelghbours,” said an offie
Silver Springs who did not wish
tey be paed.

Silver Speing authorities have
sted that the seeond floor
of the club area, which is the
eomuron areq, shoubd be used for
the same. However, the eollege
i ret tm E'oon O sethi

= }h‘{r

3 Lors,
T'ﬁ\hon HT ‘-}}EJ1\(> to dep-
uty Ehearvian of TTT-1 Aniali

ab of

Bandiwadekar, she said, "The
seeond %(:t el an ideal place
e g library. We would also
prefer an area which isquiet and
peacelul”
At present, the students hove
aceess to the central Bheary on
the DAVY campus at Khandwa

road. Another Ebrary has been
set upat Pithampur s
Limited {(PACL} (_c”]ipU‘* near
Mhow where the academie
classes are held.

: realised that as the stu-
denis are residing m the area
that has been provided by the

Cand wethink thata

college, they shoutd also have
tothe libr arv there,” said
detir
hile tatking Lo HT, the offt-
cial of Sthver Springs said that
the coltege can wait for soue
thme il the dedicated commeon
f developed in the second
phase which can then he used
for hrare
According io a source, the
high rent quoted running mteo
Ialdhis of rupees has been another
hurdle for the college to pro-
vide a reading ares to the stu-
dents. “When we \\01 ¢ looking
for a residential & ver
Springs was thv (mh tom1-h‘£p
that had come forward to our
reseus. Thev have provided our
st:.u('1et'1ts with gvm and sports
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he l bmn s ot & commercial
set. up, we hope t 'hat having a
Tibrary on the premises should
Iw[ be 4 px {;blvm, i TIT

owner Abhmshel fhd\
am not aware of any such ssae
v would
he an additionat fae It\ I our
township, So, we would ahw VS
weleome i

Page 6 of 6



